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soul of mine did not obtain its wish; so I feared, when at al-Khaif, that the hour of my death
was at hand.

Abu '1-Hasan continued to fill the duties of a kddi and to remain in high favour
with al-Aziz, till he caught a fever whilst presiding, in the mosque, over the court
of justice. He rose up immediately and returned to his house, where he expired after
an illness of fourteen days.    His death took place on Monday, the 6lh of Rajab, 374
(3rd Dec., A. D. 984).   The next morning, he was borne on a bier into the presence
of al-Aziz who was then (with the army] encamped in the plain of al-Jubb, near the
place which is now known by the name of al-Birka (the pond) (5).    The bier was
then deposed in the mosque called Masjid al-Bir wa 'l-Jummaiza (the mosque of
the well and the sycamore fig-tree).   Al-Aziz left the camp and went to say the
funeral prayer over the corpse, which was then carried back and buried in the house
of the deceased, situated in the HamrA.   Three places in Old Cairo had received
this name because the Europeans used to lodge there (6),    Al-Aziz then dispatched
to Abu Abd Allah Muhammad, Abu 'l-Hasan*s brother, a message worded in these
terms: ** The place of k&di is yours; we shall never allow it to pass out of your
** family."    Abu '1-Hasan had remained in office during nine years, five months
and four days.    He was born in Maghrib, in the month of the first Rabi, 329
(Dec.-Jan., A. D. 940-1)*    Old Cairo remained for eighteen days without a kddi to
arrange its affairs, and that because Abu Abd Allah was unwell.    When his malady
abated, he rode in a palanquin to the camp of al-Aztz,    This was on Thursday, the
2&nd of Rajab,   The next day, Friday, he went from that to the Djarai yi-Atik,
after having received from al-Aziz his appointment to the kadiship, with a pelisse of
honour and the sword  (of office) suspended from  his shoulder.    Being much
enfeebled by sickness, he was unable to get down from the palanquin and enter into
the mosque; so he proceeded to his own house, and his son, accompanied by a band
of his kinsmen, wentlo the mosque and read the diploma as soon as the Friday
prater was ended*   This document was similar to that which had been drawn up
for Abft '1-Hasan and gratited to the new k&di the same powers as his brother had
received before*   In the month of Zu '1-Kaada,; 3^4 (March-April, A. D, 985),
Muhammad appointed fris son AM *I-Kasiia Abd al-Aziz to act as his deputy in
Alexandria.    This was done by the order of al-Axtz;, who then arrayed Abu '1-K.asira
in a robe of hon^r.   Ojn Fridayy the l$t of the first lumada, 375 (i9lh September,
A. CL $8%, the kddi ^atoi^^ttn V^01^ Carried his sou Ab& '1-KMm tq
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